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a 'What were you doing wtth that"I am compelled to ask the ladles
to loavo us for a few minutes," said
the minister, aerlously. "There U
a matter of utinoa' Importance."

He bowed. The women, hesitating
In their embarrassment, roue and
walked away, leaving tho half doien
men etandlng In a circle.

"I find myself In an awkward t

Ion." began the minister, alow ly. "I
am a guest of your club, and I should
never dream of aaylng what I rnus"

.

"What Happened Then!" Inquired the Minister.
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CHAPTER XVil-Csntln- ued.

from Arradala, they would be eipecV
Ing htm.

"Stf-p- he whispered. "lt me out.
You drive on to the door and watt
there for me"

Bessie nodded. She did not eonv
prebend, but the accepted the situa-
tion unhesitatingly.

Orme noted, by the light of the lamt
at the gate, the shimmer of the veil
that waa wound around hf hat

"Give me your veil," he tatd.
Hhe withdrew th rlnt and unwound

the piece of gossamer He took It and
ttepped to Ui ground, concealing him-

self among the trx-- t that Used the
drive

Th buggy rroerdd tlowty. Orme
followed afoot on a parol!! course,
keeping well back among the tr.
At a certain point, after tb buggy
passed, a figure stepped out Into the
drive, and atood looking after tt Kroro
bit build and th peculiar agility of
bit motions, h wot rcegrilid at
Maku. Onn bunted about till b

found a bush from which he could
quietly break a wand about tlx feH
long Stripping It of leave, be
fastened the veil to one end of It and
tiptoed toward the drlv

The Jspanea wot still looking oft
er the bi.ggr. which bad drawn up be-

fore the bona
Suddenly, out of th !arkns a

etnuowa gry form came foatl-.- g to
word him. It wat-r- advanced,
halted, then seemed to ruih Tb
seance of th afternoon was fresh !a
th mind of th Japan.' W!tn
scream cf terror, b turned and fd
down the drlt. while Orme, removing
the ti 11 from th- - stick. mnve,t on ti
ward th hoi.i Madam Allaa gam
certainly wa .ffeetii la dea.lrg i:h
Orientals

A noimrt ltr Orr.-- . oM Be's
bad rroed tl.e rr:ry verar.-l- end
we-- at th- - r! ir. M tb ' rati,

t'.'.! grumbling. i:r.g around tt cir-

cle of t! t!r!e r..t rlV1 aar
Orm l.evt j. t.r I'rg Ur.er, 'be
servant an.rrtd !!- .- N-l- l h

bark anl r dll no- - hrr th nor.'.i
which lr!e ;!- - th a lo Voir.
Tl.y - i.'.-r-- d Into a wld

ball at-.- the sertax.t nt le
a.".hr,-.r.- r t!., ::i

You wlsli !. r tr alon. told
Jri!e "Go !a tier .J I will su
rang It"

H wert a b- - d'r rtrt into a It
'.! reception r wir. ar.l tb.er be wait-
ed M U gr.-tJcg- l

were exch.tt r- - d In the ! ill tthout
Then, nl last tl.ro .h tt- - iyifi
fw.o th grai'! .. '.cu ly 'r ;' of ttt
STl

Ob." s 1. j ; Te l '! knew
would co-e- . dear- -I knew "

li t k her hands and drew b- -r

V b'T. with a glance at
dr.'iwaj h hflJ her.f si f: m
him.

In Ms d. llR'.t t felnj e' he 1 11
a'.rn.ist fcrgr-tt-- tls at sl.-- 1' .: a
be rvn.e:;.b,rrj

"J have th- - taper." b taa'rg
them from Ms po ke!

"I was sure y u ial I eat
sure that you would c ii "

He laid ttenj la ter bm-- "for
give tt. Girl, foe f. li.--g rou wiu
that blank contract"

Hhe laigh.d happily 'I d'.'.n t I ok
at tt ur.til I ol I n.e TL'-r- j i
so disapp. i:.!. d that I alm.w! crli d
But when 1 thought It ot.--r I under-wtuo-d

Oh. my dear, I beli. iej in t4
so strongly that een then 1 eat to
my father and t !.:::: that the pt
per were ca the war that they
would be here In t!nie I Just tlu.pl
knew you would cetn "

of lb o;en diwvwav he
claspi-- her closely, and !i bjrl'd
her face In bin coat with a little i.viga
that was a I in out a b Then, sjdd-

she left ti l tn standing t"iori and.
bnldicg the a pent t.ght went t;vax
the room
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since you stood up with Tom and
me."

"That's o!"
"How time do- -t gr: Si-e- " s the

car turned at a crossing "we are go-

ing northward. We are bound for
th vlllagn of Wlnnetka. Itoes that
tell you anything?"

"Nothing at all," said Ormo. striving
vainly to give the Ind'.nn nam a place
In his mind

On they sped Orme look.-- at 1.1s

watch. It a half pait ten
"We must be nearly there." r. said.
"Yes, It's only a little war, now "

Tt.ey were golr.g raatward again,
following a narrow dirt read Sud-

denly the chauffeur threw the brake
on bard. Orme and Prasle, thrown
forward by the sudden stopping,
clutchij lb sides of the car There
was a c:ash. and they found thi

in the bottom of the tor.niau.
Onii a unharmed "Are you all

right Boss!?" h asked.
"All right" Her Tolce was cheery
He leaped to th road The cbauf

ur had descended and was burrylcg
to th- - front of th car.

"What was It?" asked Orm
"Some one pushed a whei H arrow

Into the road just ns we rro coin-
ing"

"A w hci Iharrow!"
"Yes, fir. There It It "

Orme looked at the whi'lbarrow
It was wedgi-- under the front of the
car He ot red off Into th field at
the left li-- !y h- - roiild s- -o a run-
ning figure, and be taytltjr climbed the
rail 1 r.ce und r tarti d In pursuit

It was a Lard sprint Th running
man was fast on his feet, but bis
speed did not Kir.g s. rve blm. for he
stumbled and fell. Ho did not r!e,
and Orme. coming up, for th moment
supposed him to be stunned

Berdir.g over, be discovered that
the prostrate man was panting hard,
and digging bis bands Into the turf.

"Get up." commanded Orme
The man got to his knees and. turn-

ing, raised supplicating hands
"Porltol!" exclaimed Ormo.
"On, Mr Orme, spare me It was

an accident " His face worked con-

vulsively "I --I" Something like a
sob escaped him. and Orme Again
found himself divided bleen con-

tempt and pity.

wheelbarrow T"

Porltol kept bl frightened eyte on
Orme'a (ace, but he said nothing.

"Weil. I will eirlaln It You fo.
lowed the car when It started for A

radale. You waited here, found a
wheelbarrow, and tried to wreck ua.

It la further evidence of your comlo
equipment that you should use a
wheelbarrow."

Porltol got to hit feet "You are
mistaken, dear Mr Orme. I I"

Orme smiled grimly. "Stop," b
tatd. "Don't i plain. Now I want
you to stay right here In tbts field for
a half hour. IWt budge If I etfh
you outfid. I'll take you to the near
est jail."

Porltol drew himself up "At an
attach I am exempt," be said, with
a pitiful attempt at dignity

"You are net exempt from the con-

sequences of a crime like thla Now,
get on your knees "

Whimpering, Porltol kneeled.
"Stay tn that position "

"h. sir- - h. my very d-- ar sir I"
"Stny there!" thundered Orm
Porltol was still, but his lips moved,

and bin Interlaced fingers worked con-

vulsively
As Orm walked away, he stopped

now and then to look bark. Porltol
did not move, and Orme long carried
the picture of that kneeling fgum.

"Who wss It?" asked Bess! Wl- -

llngham. as be climbed bark ovrr Ce
j fence.
i "A puppy with sharp teth." h r
i piled, thinking of what th girl had

said "W might as well forget him."
Sli" studied htm In silence, lhn

pointed to th chauffeur, who was
(down at th side of th car

"A D) thing damaged 7" Orme qurr--
led

"Yes, air"
"Much"
"Two hours' work, s.r"
Pshaw!" Orm ft. :t I. is teeth down

hard; Porltol. had h knon It, m'ght
'bar t thankful that !. was not
' near at hand. He turned to !lea!.
j ' How much farther Is It?"

"The chauffeur answered. "About
three miles, sir"

Three mile over dark country roadt
- and It waa nearly 11 o'clock. He
(lanced ahead In th distance a
light twinkled

j "1'esale." he said, to- ;th m to
that farmhouse W ir.iiet g on Or.
If ycu prefer to wait here"

"I'll go ith you. of ro.,re "

Ttij waik-- d alocg th rovl to th
farm gto A cur yi;vl at tlo '.r fet
as tr.ry arpnarr.i d the acd an

i old man, r oat: est and tlif p, red. cpetcd
J the door, hi.l.'.ng as oil lamp
' above 1.1 head "Dow a. Rover! What
; Jo you want?' b sto-.tc- j

' We t got to bar a r'.g to Uke ns
: lo Winn, tka," alj Onne. 'Our car
j broke djw n "

The old man ft fleeted "Can't do
It" be said, at last "All shel up fer
the nlgl.t Can't leave the missus
olono.'

A head protruded from a dark epper
window "Yes, you can. Simeon."
growltd a woman's guttural voir.

"Wall I don't know"
"Yes, you ran." Sh turned to

Orme. "He'll take ye for five dollars
cash. Ye ran pay me "

Ormo turned to Bessie. 'Hat you
any money?" he whispered

"Heavens' I left my hand bag In
j my lork-- r at th clubhouse. How stu

pid!"
"Never mind." Orm saw that he

must loi. the marked bill after alL
liegretf uily be took It from fcls pocket
The woman had disappeared from the
window, and cow she came to th
dour and stood behind her husband.
Wrapped In an old blanket she made
a gaunt figure, not unlike a squaw. As
Orm walked up the two or three
rteps, she stretched her band over br
husband's shoulder and snatched the
bill, examining It closely by the lamp-
light.

"What's this wrltin' on It?" she de-

manded, fiercely.
"Oh, that's Just somebody'! Jok. It

doesn't hurt anything "
"Well, 1 doa't know." She looked at

It doubtfully, then crumpled it tight
In her fist "I guess It'll pass Git
a move on you, Simeon."

The old man departed, grumbling,
to the barn, and the woman drew back
Into the house, shuttlug the door care-
fully. Orme and Bessie beard the
bolts click as she shot them borne.

"Hospitable'" exclaimed Bessie,
seating herself on the doorstep.

After a wait that seemed Intermi-
nable, the old man came driving around
the bouse. To a ramshackle buggy
he had hitched a decrepit horse They
wedged In es best they could, the old
man between them, and at a shuffling
amble the nag proceeded through the
gale and turned eastward.

In the course of 20 minutes they
crossed rallrood tracks and entered
the shady streets of the village, Bessie
directing the old man where to drlvo.
Presently they came to the entrance
of what appeared to be on extenslva
estate. Back among the trees glim-
mered the lights of a bouse. "Turn
In," said Biusle.

A thought struck Orme. If Porltol.
why not the Japanese? Mean and his
trier Js nilght easily have ayit back to
thla place. v.i it the mttitter had
been able to telephone to his ailiaa

say, were my own personal affairs
alone Involved. Let me urge that
no one leave until I have done."

For a tense moment he wot allent
Then ho wont on:

"Gentlemen, while we were talking
together here, I had In my rocket
certain paper of great Importance
to my country. In the last few min
utes they have disappeared I regret
to say It but, gentlemen, some one
ha taken them."

There was a gap of astonishment
"I mus' even open myself to the

charge of abusing your hospitality
rather than let the matter ras. If I
could only make you understand how
grave It Is" ho was brilliantly Impres
sive. Just the right shade of re
luctance colored his earnestness.

T have every reason to think." he
continued, "that the possession of
those papers w ould be of Immense per-
sonal advantage to the man who has
been sitting at my right Mr. Orme."

"This Is a serious charg- -, excet-lency,- "

exclaimed cno of the men.
"1 am aware of that But I am

obliged to ask you not to dismiss It
hastily. My position and standing ore
known to you. When I tell you that
these papers are of Importance to my
country, you can only In part realize
how great that Important It. Gen-tler.ie-

I mus' ask Mr. Orme whether
he has the papers."

Orme saw that the minister's bold
stroke was having Its effect. He

quickly to meet It with frank-m.-s- .

"The papers to which his ex-

cellency refers." he said quietly, "are
In my pocket."

Seeral of the men exclaimed.
"But," Orme went on. "I did cot

take them from his excellency. On
the contrary, his agents have for some
time been using every device to steal
them from me. They have failed, and
now he Is making a last attempt by
trying to persuade you that they be-

long to him."
"I submit that this jinart answer

does not satisfy my charge," cried the
::.lr.lster.

"Do you really v.l?h to go further?"
demanded Orme. "Would you like roe
to explain to these men what those

really mean?" i

"If you do that, you betray my coun- j

Orme turned to the others. "His
excellency and I are both guests here,"
he said. "Leaving bis official position
out of the question, my word must go
as far ns his. I assure you that he
has no claim at all upon the papers
In my pocket."

"That Is not true!"
The minister's words exploded In a

sharp staccato.
"In this country," said Orme calm-

ly, "we knock men down for woras
like that. In Japan, perhaps, the lie
can be rassed with impunity."

"Gentlemen. 1 ask that Mr. Orm
be detained," exclaimed the minister
furiously.

"I will not be detained," said Orme.
The other men were whispering

amor.g themselves, and at last one of
them stepped forward as spokesman.
"This Is a serious matter for the
club," ho said. "I suggest, Mr. Orme,
that we go to the library" he glanced
significantly at the other groups on
the veranda "where no one can over-hiia-r

us, and talk the matter over
quietly."

"But that will exactly fit in with his
scheme," exclaimed Orme, heatedly.
"He knows that, in the interests of
our own country" he hazarded this
"I must be at a certain place before
midnight He will use every means
to delay me even to charging roe
with theft."

"What is that?" Bessie Walllng-ham'- s

voice broke in upon them. "Is
any one daring to accuse Bob Orme?"

In her long, grty silk motor cloak,
with the filmy chtfTon veil bound
about her hat she startled them. ,.ke
an apparition.

The spokesman explained. "His ex-

cellency says that Mr. Orma has
stolen some papers from him."

"Then his excellency Is at fault,"
said Bessie, promptly. "I vouch for
Mr. Orme. Ho la Tom's best friend,
and Tom Is one of the governors of
the club. Come, Bob."

She turned away decisively, and
Ormo recognized the advantage she
had given him. and strode after her.
From noises behind him he gathered
that the men were holding the min-

ister bock by main force.

CHAPTER XVIII.

The Goal.
The chauffeur was opening the door

of the waiting car. It was a blank car
a car with strangely familiar lines.

Orme started. "Where did that oma
from?" he demanded.

Bessie smiled at him. "That Is my
surprise for you. My try dear friend,
whom you so muck desire to ae, tele-phone-d

me bare this tb1&4 a&4

asked me to spend tb night with her
Instead of returning to fhlengo. She
promised to send her car for me. It
was long enough coming, goodness
knows, but If It bad appeared eooner, I
should have gone before you arrived."

Orme understood. The girl had
telephoned to Bessie wMl bo waited
there on a Salle street She bod
planned a meeting that would satisfy
him with full knowledge of her name
and place. And the lateness of the
car In reaching Arradalo was unques-
tionably owing to the fact that It bad
cot set out on Its erranif until after
the girl reached home and gave her
chauffeur the order Orme welcomed
this evidence that she bad got borne
safely.

Bi ssle jumped lightly Into the ton-nea-

and Orme follow !. The car
glided from thi grounds. Kastward
It went, through the pleasant rolling
farming country, that was wrapped In
the biauty of the starry night They
crossed a bridge over a narrow creek.

"You would hardly think," said Bes-

sie, "that this Is socalii J north branch
of the t'hlcago river "

"1 would believe ar.ythlr.g about that
river," he replied.

She laughed neniiisly Ho knew
that she was suppressing her natural
IntiTt ot In the srer.o she had wit-

nessed on the veranda, yet. pf course,
she was expecting some explanation.

"Bessie," h sa!J. "I am sorry to
have got Into such a muss there at j

the club. The Japanese minister was
the last man I wanted to see."

She did not answer.
"Perhaps your friend whom we are

row going to visit will explain things
a little," he went on. "T can tell yen
only that I had In my pocket certain
papers which the Jap would have
given much to get hold nf He tried It
by accusing me of stealing them from
him. It was very awkward"

"I understand better than you
think " ah taM smlMenlY "rVm't von
see, you big stupid, that I know where
we are going? That tells me some-
thing I can put two and two to-

gether."
"Then 1 needn't try to do any more

explaining of things I cant explain"
"Of course not. You are forgiven

all. Just think. Bob, It's nearly a year

ui OM Maa CeaUsaa an4
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"Hi tb.ouKht hlniso.ir safe." eor.tln-tu'-

Orme, "but ir.y frlocd liad caught
th back of the motor car Just as It

tar'etl. He climbed silor.tly Into the
tonnau, and throwing his arm around
the neck of the thtef, pulled blm back-

ward from his seat.
"The car waa dltrhod. and rny frlor.d

and tho tblcf were boi'i thrown out.
My frlonu was not hurt. The thief,
however, had his leg broken "

. "What happened then?" Inquired
the minister; for Orme bad reused.

"Oh, ir.y friend took the proxies
from the thief's porVet and walked

.way. He stopped at the nearest
farmhonfe and sent help back."

"Even In America," commented the
minister, "the frlen's of the Injured
man might see that bis hurt was

vengo. The man who caused the ac-

cident should be made to suffer."
"Oh. no," said Orme. "If the matter

worn at all, the correct thing
to dp would be to arrt-s- the man
with the broken leg Ho had stolen
the p!,prs in the first place. Harm
. ame to blm, when h tried to escape

- atA the papers after stealing them.
"J5ut as a matter of fact, the average
Acx'rican would consider the affair at

. tn end."
x "Tour story and rnn are dlsslrn-"tun- ?

remarked the minister.
"Perhaps. But they Involve a Blrul-3a- r

question: Whether a man should
yield passively to a pmver that ap-

pears to be stronger Uian his own. In
America we do not yield passively
mles3 we understand all the bearings

of the rase, and see that It is right
yield."

'At this moment a motor car rame
MP the drive. "There's our car, Hob,"
Mild Bessie. "Walt a moment, while
I get my wraps. I know that you are
Impatient to go."

"I know that you ar a good friend,"
tie whlspeied, as she arose.

He did not care to remain with the
jroup In Bessie's absence. With a
bow. he, turned to stroll by himself
down tho veranda. But the minister
jrtimred to his feet and called:

"Mr. Orme!"
Ormo looked back. "Please be so

good as to return," continued the mln-late- r

With mere politeness, Orme halted,
nd took a step back toward his chair.

An air of startled expectancy was
nanlfest In the position taken by the
different members of the group. The
jminister's voice had sounded sharp
it ixl autboritaUTc, and he now stepped
forward a pace or two. stopping at a
point where the light from one of the
clubhouse "windows fell full on his
(ace. Clearly be was laboring under
jtreat excitement.

, Ton have something to aay to me?"
quired Oroe. He foresaw an effort
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tp In tH Air.
Glenn 11 Curtlss was det, rlblr.g la

New Yotk Ms flltht duwo tbe li..d-t- i

j "The Inteillgenl Icterest of th p:.b- -
,ie in t! y aeroplane an-- !'- operation,
be said, "khowt Very p.'-'- i ,u p
pie nowadays have a .

know ledg ( aernn.iu!'. s a.i.ra'i
always so When I think ot th stupid
snd useless question stout my ma-
chine that u-- to exasperate me to
the point of rudeness, 1 am rtuitnded
of Smith.

"Smith, niert'.ng Jo:;e one dy. i.claimed.
"'Hallo. Jore,' YiV, wpufi,,,,

es? What's that for?'
"Jor.es, nnru-j-e- at th foollshneet

of the qu, av.un, answered Irritably:
Corns!' "

An Enpieded Theory.
"Chlld-en.- " sld the Sunday rhoo

teacher, "there It one thing that t
wl-- h to especially Impress upon your
minds. Alwt,, , ,iaj t0 your
parents M.ike it pleasant for then
as you ran Hemember that none of
you ran ever have another mother
after the one you po,,., tt goM, yoa
can never "

"Oh. yes. w ran." Interrupted a Ut-
ile boy who bad lost most of kit bwt-ton-

"I lost ml:. last week and pa
brought me a new one bome tke aam
day be got bock troa lit tourvi
boutSlip pared, Orn4 the Doe.


